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Ro M. XII. 2. Former Part. 
And be not conform d to this world. 


HA we may the better Un- 
derſtand the defign and mea-. 
FM ning of the Apoſtle in this 
ßpaſſage, and indeed in the 
2 greateſt part of this whole 
KS&y Epiſtle, twill be requiſite to 
fe am %s oblcrye, that the Church of 
Rome (to the Saints of which this Epiſtle is di- 
rected) did at that time conſiſt of two different 
Sorts of Chriſtians, ſome who had been con- 
verted to the faith of Chrzſt Feſus from the law 
of Moſes, and others from the Gentile or hea- 
then Religion ; and theſe two ſorts of people 
(as the uſual way of the World is} had divided 
themſelves into parties and factions, and had 
frequent quarrels and diſputes with one another 
about their reſpective priviledges, while each 
of them affected a ſort of Superiority to them 
ſelyes, and endeavour d to leſſen and ſet at 
oo A nought 


- [2] 
nought the other. "Tis pretty plain (on the 
one hand) that the Converts from Judaiſm in. 
ſiſted very much upon the advantages which 
they had, in their being the children of the 
faithfull Abraham, the friend of God, to whom 
and to whoſe Seed all the promiſes were made; 
in their being actually in Covenant with God 
into which they were admitted by Circumci 
fion; and in their having had His Laws and 
Oracles committed to them, and the like, which 
the Gentiles could in no wiſe pretend to. Thoſe 
from Gentiliſm (on the other hand) ſeem to 
have upbraided the Jews with their having al. 
ways been a ſtubborn and ſtiff- necked Genera. 
tion; and to have boaſted againſt them, for 
that now they were deſervedly turn d off by 
God, and the Gentiles taken in to be His peculia 
people in their ſtead; and to have told them, tha 
” how much the greater advantages they former. 
ad enjoy d above other people, by ſo much the greater 
ſinners they ought now to be lookd upon, for havin 
made ſo bad an uſe of thoſe advantages, and the like, 
as may appear.to any one, who ſhall read and 
conſider the whole Epiſtle with attention. The 
Apoſtle, in order to the putting an end to theſe 


Diſputes (which is evidently the main deſign and 


drift of thisEpiſtle) in effect tells both parties, tba 
there was no ground or foundation for any ſuch diſ- 
putes or contentions with each other ; for that 700 
were all (both Jews and Gentiles) zpon one and ile 
ſame equal footing with reſpect to the favour of A. 
mighty God. v:z. all alike ſinners (and conſequent- 
ly alike unjuſtified) in virtue of theſe yy 
whic 


which they had reſpectively liv'd under, whe- 
"ther the Moſaick or the natural; and all alike 
maderighteous,andaccepted byGod, without any 
difference, in Virtue of that Redemption which 
Jour bleſſed Saviour had wrought for us; and 
juſtified, not by their being circumciſed, or of 
the ſeed of Abraham according to the fleſh; but 
by their being the Children and Heirs of that 

faith of Abraham, which was imputed to him 
for righteouſneſs before he was circumciſed, and 
which gives him the title of being the father of 
all the faithfull, of whatever Nation whether Jew 
or Gentile, for there is no difference, as tis ex- 
preſs d in ſeveral places: all, both Jews and Gen- 
tiles, were equally Sinners without our Saviour, 
and by means of Sin had faln ſhort of that Glo- 
ry, which God originally intended for them; 
and all as Chriſtians are now equally juſtify d 
freely by the Grace of God, tho the Redem- 
ption that is in Cbriſt Feſus, as he expreſsly tells 
us, Chap. III. v. 23, 24. And in the Chap. next 
before my text, v. 32. he again tells us, that God 
had concluded (or ſhut up as in 3 priſon) all to- 

gether (i. e. both Jews and Gentiles equally) in 
'a ftate of unbelief, and therefore of Sin, that he 
might finally have mercy upon all (1, e. all alike and 
equally : )- whereupon he breaks out into that 
noble Exclamation in the following Verſe, 0. 
the depth of the wiſdom and knowledge (or, as per- 
haps it might better be tranſlated, Goodneſs or 
Love) of God ! How unſearchable are His Judg- 
ments and His Ways paſt finding out &c.! And 
having thus eftabliſh'd His fundamental Do- 
LEY A 2 eine 
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ctrine, of God's being equally the God of Fewy and 
Gentilts ; of their being equally under condemnatign 


without Jeſus Chriſt, and now equally ſav d by Hin 
without reſpect of Perſons, (as tis elſewhere word, 
ed) the Apoſtle here proceeds to draw his pro- 
per Inferences from it, and beſeeches all the 
Chriſtians, by thoſe mercies of God which he 
had juſt been ſpeaking of, whereby God makes 
no difference between one and another, that 
they would make it their buſineſs, in their liye 
and behayiour towards one another, to comply 
with this wiſe and gracious method of God; 
proceeding with all alike, and would facrifice 
their own inclinations and humours to that 
which was ſo evidently the Will of God, (which 
is What, I think, he, expreſſes by preſentinz u 
gie ing up themſelves, or their bodies, as a livi 

Sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which 1s they 
reaſonable ſervice,) and that they would not run 
into the common way of the World, in quarrelln 
and diſputing about ſuperiority and preeminence, 
in upbraiding, leſſening and ſetting at nought ont 
another; but that as Chriſtians they would put on 
quite new and different minds, and prove (or 12. 
ther, as the word frequently fignifies in both 
the Latin and Greek Languages, would give prod 
of, and ſhem forth, in their conduct toward each 
other) what is that good and acceptable and 
perfect will of God: viʒ. that they ſhould, have 
no particular regard (as God plainly had not 
for one before another, but ſhould have the 
ſame equal reſpect for their brethren as for 
themſelves: and then twill follow naturally 
| . | (without 
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and ibn any forc d connexion) in the 3d. and 

ollowing verſes, for as, an Apoſtle of Chriſt Jeſus, 
rd. ¶ limſelf more highly than he ought to think; but to 
ro ·¶ :h;nk ſoberly as God has dealt to every man the mea» 
the ¶ ſure of Faith: for as we have many members in one 
| he body, and all members have not the ſame office; ſo 
ke we, ug many, are one body in Chriſt, and every 


hat ove members. one of another. | 


* * 
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va But though I take this to have been the pe- 


ply culiar ſcope, and deſigu of the Apoſtle in this 
ds; paſſage; yet, ſince he has couch d it under the 
ice more 10 555 expreſſion of not being conform d to 
hat hit world; and ſince the world in other places 
ich is repreſented as an enemy which we are in ge- 
r neral to ſtrive againſt; and Gnce our church 
ml teaches us to. pray, that ws may be deliver d 


Devil: I ſhall take this paſſage of the Apoſtle 
at preſent, in, that more general ſenſe, without 


he ſeems to have had an ee to; but as contain- 
ing a ptecept of univerſal. importance; to all 
Christians, of all ages and nations, That they 
0 hould maße the holy will of God, and mot the 
d 
Ve 


ſooliſh, cuſtoms and ways of the world, to be 


in all caſes whatſoever: Aud be not conform d 
t) (ſays che Apoſtle) to this world, but be ye tranſ- 
e ¶ forma, ly the renewing | of your minds, to prove 
r if what ig that, good, and acteptable and perfect will 
Fl of Cefn more tw 2! 1s 
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Tin l declare to every man among: you, not to think of 


from all; its temptations (without any reſtri- 
ction,) as well as from thoſe of the fleſh and the 


reſtraining, it to the particular ſubject, which 


the rule and meaſure of their lives and actions 


— — — 
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„ 
Tis very certain, that ſome of the greateſt 
follies and miſcarriages of human life, and in- 
deed ſome of the greateſt iniquities and vices 
that men are guilty of, are ſuch as they are led 
into by the force of cuſtom, the prevalence of 
| faſhion, and an humour of being obſequiou 
and complying with the world. This is what 
often undermines and blows up the beſt laid 
foundations of Virtue and Religion, throws 
down the ſtrongeſt and moſt vigorous reſolu- 
tions, and either hurries or betrays men (eſpe- 
cially the younger ſort) to do actions contrary 
to their Senſe and Reaſon, their Conſciences 
and even Inclinations, for fear leaft they ſhould 
ſeem to be fingular and ſqueamiſh, and not to 
do as others in the like circumſtances do. Twere 
no hard matter to produce a great many Inſtan- 
ces, (and every one that looks a little abroad 
ato the world may eaſily ſupply himſelf with 
abundance of them) wherein a prevailing Cu- 
ftom has dtiven men to act in direct oppoſition 
to Laws and right Reaſon, to God and reli. 
gion. Hence we ſind the world is repreſented 

to us in Holy Scripture, as one of the greateſt 
Enemies of our eternal Happineſs, whoſe deceit 
and temptations we are continually to arm and 
fortifie our ſelves againſt; as an Enemy to God, 


and irreconcileable with His laws; as a thing, the 


love of which is downright Enmity to Him, fo 

that f any man love the world, the love of the father 
cannot be in him, John II. 15. And yet tis no lels 
plain on the other fide, both from-ſeveral Ex- 
amples which are left us without cenfare, p 
| we 
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well as from ſome direct precepts of Holy Scri- 
pture, that we not only may in a great many Ca- 
ſes, but in ſome are oblig d to comply with, and 
get the good liking of other people, and to en- 
deavour to make our ſelves all things to all men, 
that we may by all means, (as the Apoſtle expreſſes 
it, Cor. IX. 22.) ſave ſome. To comply with the 
world in every thing, without Judgment and 
diſcrimination, is undoubtedly (on the one hand) 
great eaſineſs and folly: to do it in nothing, 
tho never ſo innocent, (on the other) is as evi- 
dently per verſeneſs and obſtinacy of ſpirit. The 
former is the Effect of a great want of Judg- 
ment, and underſtanding to diſcern what is fit 
and proper for us, or of courage to do it when 
we do diſcern it: and the latter uſually of great 
pride and arrogancy, which puts a man upon 
following his own waysand humours, and upon 
letting the world ſee that he has no need of their 
Inſtructions; or elſe of Diſſoluteneſs, and ha- 
ving abandon'd all ſhame. It may not be an un- 
profitable, or improper work therefore, to em- 
ploy our meditations a while upon this ſubject, 
and to conſider how far we may allow ourſelves 
the liberty of conforming to this world, and how 
far our doing ſo will be ſinfull and unlawfull. 
In diſcourſing upon this argument, I ſhall en- 
deayour to do theſe three things 

I. To explain what we are to underſtand b 
the world, and being conform d to it. 1 


u. To ſbew how far our conforming with the 
1 CD : world 
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world is lawful, and how far tis. prohibited . jd 


this precept of the Apoſtle. be 
III. To add ſomething very briefly by way Fe 
of Inference, and ſo conclude. a t 


1ſt. To explain, &c. — Tis not ſo eaſy as ily. 
may ſeem at firſt view, to frame to our ſelysfiftc 
a diſtinct and exact notion of what the ScriptureſWan 

means by the expreſſions of the world, and of thi 

world, which we find ſo frequently diſpers d up 

and down in it; ſince they are of very genera, 
and almoſt unlimited Signification. Not to gin 
you or my ſelf the the trouble of inquiring 
too nicely into this matter, I ſhall only obſerye 
that they are commonly taken in one of theſe 
four Senſes; ſometimes for this regular aniſ co 
beautiful frame of Beings, (conſiſting of he be 
ven and earth, and all the Hoſt of them) where be 
in we live and move, and whereof we are a pan 
as when God is ſaid to have made the world ani th 
all things in it: 24ly. ſometimes for the State 
of our Exiſtence in this Life, in oppoſition u bl 
that Exiftence which we expect hereafter, whaſſſof 
this life ſhall be no more; as when our Saviouſ vi 
ſays of the Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, that i hi 
ſhall not be forgiven a man neither in his world bi 
nor in the world which it to come. Sometimes fo 
3065. they are taken for the things which men ve 

are moſt apt to perſue in this preſent” life, fora 
the pleaſures, profits, honours, or other adyanta 0! 
ges of it; and ſo they ſtand in oppoſition toſ ar 


Sad and to light, and thoſe who are too much 7 


addicted 


. F . 
addicted to theſe things are in Scripture ſaid to 
pe of the world, and to be the Children of thi world, 
Fin oppoſition to being of God, and being the 
wayſchildren of light ; and the love of the world (i. e. 
a too great affection for any of. theſe things of 
it) is ſaid to be enmity with God. 4zhly. and laſt- 
fly, by the world, and this world, is to be undet- 
ſtood not the things, but the men of this world, 
and that not barely conſider d as they are men, 
th but as they are led and influenc d by the love of 
worldly things, as they are left to the corru- 
ptions of their own preſent nature, and not in- 
flaenc'd and guided by the Grace of God's Ho- 
ly Spirit; and conſequently as they run into all 

thoſe miſcarriages, follies or vices, and all thoſe 
ee faſhions and ways of living, which a worldly and 
and corrupt mind, in the nature of things, is apt to 
jez betray men into: and ſo to be of the world is to 
ere · ¶ be a meer natural man, that's acted only by the 
art Dictates of faln corrupt nature, in oppoſition to 
ani the being of God, and being choſen out of the 
at world, and inſtructed in the Doctrines of our 
| toffl bleſſed Saviour, and made partaker of the ſpirit 
neu of God; / ye were of the world (ſays our Sa- 
our viour to his Diſciples) the world would love 
t i his own; but becauſe ye are not of the world, 
fla but 1 have choſen you out of the world, there- 
ne fore the world hateth you. i. e. if ye were go- 
en vern'd by the ſame principles, and follow d the 
fol ſame practices and ways of living, as the men 
ta- of this world do, you would then be belovd 
tof and approv d of by them, as being of the ſame 
ich Taft with themſel yes; but becauſe ye have been 
oe | B taught 
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taught by me to oppoſe both their principle; 
and practices, therefore it is that ye are ha- 


ted by them. This latter Senſe of the word ſeems 


to be chiefly that which the Apoſtle intended in 
the precept of my Text : So that by this world 
we are here to underſtand the men of this world, 
ſo far as they are govern d by worldly principles 


 influenc'd and led away by the things of this 
world, by the luſts of the fleſh, the luſts of the 


Eye, or the pride of life, as St. Fohn diſtinguiſhs 
them; and conſequently ſo far, as they run into 


all thoſe practices and ways of living, which 


ſuch things do naturally and of courſe draw men 
into; which practices and ways of living are, if 


not contrary and irreconcileable to, yet at leaf 
altogether remote and foreign from, God and 


Religion. Whatever therefore is not of God, whe- 
ther practiced by the Generality, or only by 
ſome few, is of the world: and both the practi. 
ces themſelves, and the men who practice them, 


are (as I imagine) the world or thu world, which 
the Apoſtle here requires us not to be confor- 


med to. And by not being conform d to thi 
world we are to underſtand nothing elſe, but 


the not ſuffering our ſelves to be guided by 


the ſame principles, much leſs to be betrayd 


into the ſame methods and practices, the 


ſame faſhions, and ways of living, with the men 
of this world; but, on the contrary, to take 
care that we be ſubject to God's law, and make 
that the Rule and Standard of our Actions and 
Behaviour. And in this ſenſe of the words we 
are to enquire in the ſecond place— 1 1 
2, Ho 


— i3 
2, How far &c. And here we have one uni- 
yerſal Rule, (as was juſt now mention d) which 
if duly attended to, and prudently apply'd to. 
ld, the ſeveral Cales that may happen, like an exact 
chart and compaſcs, is ſufficient to guide us ({ with- 
len out being loft.) through all the waves and ſtorms 
hi of this world, and through all the Secret, and 
he therefore more dangerous Rocks and Shallows, 
he which we may probably meet with in our paſ⸗- 
to {age through it, viz, that tis the will of Almaghty 
God, whether diſcover d to us by the preſent light 9 
en nature, or the more diſtinct Revelation of it in Ho 
\ if} Scripture, which ought to be the ſole. Rule and Mea- 
al fore of our behaviour. So that whatever is irre- 
nd concileable with that; however it may be au- 
ge. ff thoriz'd by the greateſt multitudes, and thoſe of 
by greateſt Authority, and eſteem d to have the 
d. Ineſt Taſt, is yet by no means to be conform d 
to by us; and whatever is agreeable to, or not 
inconſiſtent with, the ſame, may for that Rea 
ſon lawfully at leaſt (1 will not fay always 
diſcretely and ſafely) be comply d with: for as 
on the one hand 'tis very unreaſonable, that the 
way of the world ſhould have the preference 
given to it before the ways of God; ſo on the 
other tis ſomewhat ſelfiſh and ill natur d, to ſet 
up our own ways and our own humours, in Op- 
poſition to thoſe of the reſt of the world, when 
kel they are innocent and unblameable. And this 
nal is the Rule, which the Apoſtle plainly intimates 
yell in the verſe of my Text, where he ſets the world 
and our being conform d to its faſhions, in direct 
oppoſition to the will of God, and our appro- 
ny ving 
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L 
ving or ſhewing forth that in our behaviour; 
and he commands us not to do the former of 
theſe, but to do the latter: Be not conform d 
(ſays he) to thu world, but Sc. as plainly inti. 


mating, that tis our Duty to ſee that we con- 


form to the will of God, as the meaſure of our 
Conduct; and to no cuſtoms the world, which 
are inconſiſtent with it; nor to any other way 
of it, in any higher Degree, or any other man- 
ner, than is juſtly agreeable to the ſame Rule 
and Meaſure. All ſuch cuſtoms of the world 
therefore, (if they may be called of this world, x 


tis certain they cannot in the Apoſtles Senſe, a 
being properly of God, and not of the world, x 


St. John diſtinguiſhes them) but all ſuch cuſtom 
as are in general vogue and practice among man- 


kind, and yet are truly virtuous and religion 
in their nature, (as tis to be hoped there at 


many ſuch, notwithſtanding the preſent wicked 
neſs and corruption of the age) all theſe, as pro- 
ceeding from a compliance with the will of God, 
and from a ſenſe of that homage and obe- 


dience which we owe to Him, and of that 


love and kindneſs which we ought to ſhew to 
our Fellow - Creatures, are ſo far from being 
intended by the Apoſtle in this precept of the 
text, as things which we ought not be conform! 
20; as that the contrary is ol 


him; and twould be an horrible abuſe of the 
Apoſtles meaning, for any one to argue, that 
he ought not to frequent God's publick wor: 
ſhip in His church, nor perform other duties of 
common religion or humanity, (the . . 
. | whic 


ainly intended by 


fo 


—  IBJ © 
which is generally kept up among us) becauſe 
ſuch things are uſually done by the yul 5 


| g en Igar, any 
we are commanded in the Text not to be conform d 


J cl world: for theſe and ſuch like things, (as 


was juſt now obſerv d) though we hope generals 
ly practic d by mankind in this life, yet are not 
of ths world in the Apoſtle's meaning of that ex- 
preflion, but juſt the contrary : And the ſame 
reaſon which obliges men not to be conform d to 
th world ( viz. that they may be conform d to the 
will of God) directly 0 45 em to all ſuch du- 
ties, as being the greateſt inſtances that can poſ- 
fibly be given of their proving (or giving proof of ) 
God s good and acceptable and perfeũ will as the Apo- 
tle expreſſes himſelf at the latter end of the verſe. 
But in order to determine with any toler- 
able exactneſs (amidſt rhe, great variety of 
caſes that muſt happen in human life) how far 
it may be lawfull and expedient for us to com- 
ply with the world, 1 how far not; twill 
be neceſſary for us to deſcend from this gene- 
ral to a more particular account, and to con- 
ſider the cuſtomis or ways of the world under a 
three-fold light, vx. either as they are abſolute- 
ly and in themſelves er:; or as they are abſolute- 
ly and entirely indifferent; or as, though they 
are of an indifferent nature, yet they do (as the 


. 
1 


JJCaſuiſts expreſs it) magis vergere ad malum, ra- 


ther approach to, and have a nearer alliance 
with, that which is evil: ſuch are more particu- 
larly thoſe which are accompanied with plea- 
ſure and diverſion, and eſpecially ſach as ſtrike 
in with any. perſon's peculiar taſt and iis 

oi | . TOC 


ſtom may be ſaid to be rnaifferent in two ſeve. 


Pence, or the like) annex d to it. 1 take the 
word here in the former of theſe ſenſes: for as to 


141 


for ſuch things naturally incline even thoſ: b 


who are otherwiſe carefull, to be off their, 


guard, and to forget difcretion to follow appe . Ib. 


tite and inclination. As for thoſe which are int 
_ themſelves good, it has already been obſervd te 


That they don't come under the Apoſtle s no- 


tion of 2h:s world, and therefore don't belong 


to our preſent Purpoſe.” HAS 
I call that abſolutely and in it ſelf evil, which, 
either directly or by immediate conſequence, 
appears to be contrary to the holy will of God ide 
as made known unto us: and I call that abſolute, 
ly and in it ſelf indifferent, which God, by the tr 
light either of Reaſon or Revelation, does not ch 
appear to have intermedled with, but rather to 
have left to our own prudence and diſcretion i 
without interpoſing His divine authority. But 
here we muſt obſer ve, that conforming to a cu. 


ral ſenſes, viz. either as having no moral good 
or evil, or as , no temporal convenience 
or jnconyenience (ſuch as trouble, pains, ex: 


any temporal inconveniences or troubles, which l 
a man may be brought under by complying with in 


other ONS. religion leaves every man to his 


own liberty (except in ſome few very extraor. Ia 
dinary caſes) to bear as much, or as little of 
them, in conformity with any faſhion or taſt If. 
of the world, as he himſelf thinks fit. I call it 
that {thirdly ) of a middle nature, berween ab. I 


ſolutely evil and abſolutely indifferent, which th / 


E 3 
of it ſelf it be no where directly or indirectly 
hole prohibited, and fo can t be ſaid to be contrary 10 
beit , will and conſequently evil; yet may pro- 
ppe · pably in its circumſtances, and the conſequences 
e nÞ:ccending it, be the occaſion of ſomething that 
cally is 10: propter circumſtantias quaſdam malas 
(as the School-divines expreſs it) quas habent ple- 
umque adnexas. If Jacob's daughter (for exam- 
ple) had a mind to go out and ſee the other 
daughters of the land, 'tis certain the thing was 
inits own nature lawfull, and what ſhe might 
defire, and her father allow of, without Sin: 
but when by that means ſhe was afterwards be- 
tray'd into the hands of a young Shechem, both 
the one and the other had reaſon to be convin- 
to ſſced, that they had ated (not to ſay any thing 
on, vorſe) very imprudentiy. Twere an eaſy matter 
But to produce examples in great number, of each 
cu: of the ſorts of cuſtoms before mention d: but 
M. Eyhoever has caſt his eyes abroad into the world, 
bod and made the leaſt obſervation upon the con- 
nee duct of human life in it, muſt be able to ſup- 
er Aply himſelf with abundance of them. I ſhall 
the leave that therefore to every one's own thoughts, 
to and in order to determine how far it may be 
ich Hlawfull, or expedient, to conform to the world 
ichn any of them, ſay - . 
hi1. That whatſoever cuſtoms of the world are 
or- abſolutely and in themſelves evil, theſe we are to 
ol conform to upon no account: for we muſt not 
al follow even the greateſt multitude to do evil, 
all ir being the good, and perfect and acceptable 
0. ill of God, and not the fancies or vain 9 
| o 
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of either fooliſh or deſigning people, that is tg 
be the rule and ſtandard of our conduct in this 
matter. As no one would be willing to be excluded 
from heaven and its happineſs for company, (Gf 
neither ſhould any man act directly contrary to 


the /aws of God for company; and the lender 
pretences of going but in the way of the world, and 
doing but as other people in the hike circumſtances di 
and being no worſe than the reſt of one's neighbours, 
however frequently they are now made uſe of 
firſt as a reaſon for doing wicked actions, and 
afterward as an excuſe ior having done them, 
will finally ſtand a man in very little ſted at that 
great and terrible day of the Lord, when the fig- 
leaf covering of ſuch pitifull pretences will be 
taken off, and every one muſt appear open to 
an all-ſeeing judge, who will reward or punih 
men according to their reſpective works; and 
he will find but a very poor advantage to hin- 
ſelf at the foot of the whole account, who ws 
here applauded and embrac d by the world, as; 
very good natur d and well-bred perſon, for c- 
ming into the Taſt and ſinfull cuftoms of it, and 
ſhall afterwards be rejected and condemn d by 
God and our bleſſed Saviour; be deſpiſed by the 
holy Angels, and Spirits of juſt men made per 
fe; and be deliver d over to be reproach d and 
| inſulted by the malice of Satan and his evil Spi- 
rits; and to weep and wail with, and perhaps 
curſe, his wicked companions for ever and ever. 
But ſecondly TT TY 
2. Thoſe cuſtoms of the world, which are abſ- 
lutely indifferent, may lawfully, and oftentimes 


en 
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Jerbedientiy, be comply d with in a due degree 
land a proper manner. For fince they are ſuch 
25 have not any thing in them, which either in 
itſelf or by immediate conſequence is any wiſe 
inconſiſtent with the law or will of God; there 
can be no fin in the bare conforming or com- 
plying with them as ſuch: For fin 1s nothing 
Jelſe but the tranſgreſſing of ſome law; and the 
will of God, as intimated or made known to us, 
> of is the only law and rule whereunto we ought 
to conform our actions: Whatſoever therefore 
is no wiſe inconſiſtent with any known will of 
God, is no wiſe inconſiſtent with any law of our 
actions, and conſequently no tranſgreſſion of 
delay law, and therefore no fin. I cant concieve 
| tol therefore that we are required, by virtue of*this 
nil Nprecept of the Apoſtle, ſo far to abſtain from 
and all conformity to the world, as to turn nic 


wal common ways of it. Is any one bound to oy 
pear in Mourning, when tis the faſhion for 
every body elſe to wear colours, leaſt otherwiſe 
and be ſhould be conformable to the cuſtoms of the 
ty world ? Is a Chriſtian oblig d to ſorrow and me- 
the lancholly at a Feſtiyal, becauſe other people are 
xr then merry and joy full? Or muſt he refuſe to 
ind ſalute any Chriftian brother, whom he caſually 
oi. meets with upon the way, becauſe tis the fa- 
aps} {tion for other people to do ſo? certainly no; 
rer. theſe, and many other things of the like nature, 
are only matters of civil and ordinary decency, 
„and meerly diſcretionary, ſuch as religion does 
ne} 20t concern itſelf about, and wherein God has 
| no 


- 


and Quakers in down right oppoſition to the 


no wiſe interpos d His authority; which there: 


eating or not eating certain meats. 1. Cor. VIII. s. 


and a decent and proper manner: for that which 
come a fault as to any ones particular, if not 


lov d and purſu d to any exceſſive degree. II 


guilty of doing any thing that ſhould be: 
Breach of modern breeding, and contrary to ths 
Taſt in faſhion ; to ſuch an one it may be harm 
tho not from the thing itſelf, yet however fron 
his irregular and undue uſe of it. For exampk< 
we are commanded in Holy Scriptare, as a thin 


| ſon can't but tell us the ſame) not to forſake i 


mirer of the way of the world, as that he ha 
rather forgoe his attendance upon the public 
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fore F we do, we are never the better in our rel 
Ziou capacity; nor if we do them not are we erer 
the worſe. as St. Paul ſpeaks upon the ſubject o 


— — a, oo. 


But till this conforming even to indifferent fa 
ſhions ought always to be done in a due degree, 


is abſolutely and in itſelf indifferent, may yet be. 


— Pm wn wy . ey 


made uſe of in ſuch a manner as it ought, ori 


Ba » 


no harm (I grant) in the nature of the thing 
for a perſon to conform to an innocent and not 
unlawfull faſhion : but if any one pay too great 
a regard to faſhion, ſo as to ſpend too much time 
or too many thoughts about it, and had rathe 
break any one of God's commandments, than be 


22 2 


agreeable to the.will of God, (and our own rex? 


aſſembling of our ſelves together at God s religin 
worſhip: if any man therefore be ſo great an ad 


worſhip, than appear without a dreſs juſt accor 


ding to the faſhion; and would rather take It. 
journey (as other well-bred people do) tha"! 
1 | worſhip 


= i 
ere: worſhip God (as is done by the vulgar) upon the 
rel. day that's peculiarly ſet apart for religious wor- 
(ſhip; ſuch an one ſhews that he ſets a greater va- 
lueupon being conformable to the world, than to 
the will of Almighty God: and the ſame may 
be ſaid in almoſt innumerable other caſes. The 
Apoſtles rule therefore, which he giyes in ge-. 
neral about the uſme of this world, 1. Cor. VII. 3r. 
is particularly applicable to the ſubject now be- 1 
fore us, we may uſe theſe indifferent things, but ” 
o as not to abuſe them, or (as others rather = 
«Mchooſe to tranſlate the place) ſo as if we us d them „ 

nor. i. e. with the greateſt indifferency and un- Lo 

concernedneſs of mind about them; without 4 
ſhewing any great love or deſire of them; with- 
out fretting or uneaſineſs if we cant arrive at 
them; or ſetting too great a value upon them 
(or upon our ſelves on account of them) when 
we have them; and finally without giving any juſt 
ground of offence to others by our manner of 
enjoying them, always taking heed (according 
to that excellent precept of the Apoſtle in a like 
ple. caſe) leaſt by any means this liberty of ours ſhould " 
hine l become a ſtumbling - block to them that are weak, 
nd an occaſion of leading them into fin. Tis 
2 tthe want of this caution, and an indiſcreet abu- 

zul ling of things in themſelves. indifferent, that 
Imakes it ſometimes neceſſary to lay ſuch things 
under ſome reſtrictions: Thoſe fooliſh perſons, 
ic that can't make a right uſe of them for want of 
underſtanding ; and thoſe vitious ones, that refuſe. 
to do it through the perverſneſs of their wills, are 
the ſole occaſions of, and ought ſolely to be 
„ 2 Ts 
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with ſome evil in the circumſtances or conſequen 
ccs of them, as they may always lawfully, and 
perhaps ſometimes prudently and diſcretely be cor 


. the. manner and degree of our uſing even the 


are to be apply d with greater force to our uk 


and always with ſome temptation to, or oppor: 


to our own ſelves. Tis much the wiſeſt and {# 
felt way therefore (as far as is poſſible ) altoge 


a } 
blam'd for, all prohibitions of this nature; 
Whereas if ſuch perſons would have ſo mucl 
ſenſe and judgment, and be ſo juſt or ſo kind ti 
themſelves and to one another, as not to abuſ 
ſach things by their follies and indiſcretions; th 
things themſelves, as being innocent and in thei 
nature harmleſs, might always be uſed without 
any reſtraint, and people might always enjo 
their free liberty in them, if they would but 
take a wiſe care to make it an innocent liberty 
and not uſe it (as the Apoſtle St. Peter expreſſe 
himſelf) as a cloke of maliczouſneſs, but as becom 
the ſervants of God, But— 5 
3. Thoſe cuſtoms of the world which are 0 
a middle kind, viz. ſuch as, though indifferent in 
their own nature, yet may probably be attended 


ms od A, „ yd yd » ) O an a 


form'd to, becauſe not ſinfull; ſo they conſtant 
ly require our utmoſt care and caution, becauſe 
they are dangerous. All the rules therefore thut 
were given under the former head, relating to 


moſt indifferent faſnions and ways of the world, 


of theſe: for theſe are always attended with at 
leaſt ſome ſuſpicion and appearance of evil, and 
therefore may more eafily give offence to others; 
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tunity for fin, and therefore may be dangerous 
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ther 


1 


J a peſtilential air or diſtemper, by keeping at 4 
diſtance from the infection of them. But fince 
in the conduct of human life it muſt be almoſt 


their impoſſible for us always to do this; and ſince 


houffl in ſome caſes it may become a man's duty to 
njoſ comply with other people in things of this na- 
1 bull ture, and in others he will find himſelf unavoid- 
erty ably fore d into it; his next care ſhould be, not 
reſſa to give any encouragement to, or ſhew any great 


come approbation of ſuch things, and not to ſuffer 
I them by any means to become his common pra- 


ctice; but when he can t avoid, upon any par- 
ticular emergency, to pay a compliment. to the 
world by complying with ſuch things, to conſi- 
der before-hand the dangers that he may be un- 
der by that means, and to fore arm him againſt 
them by purpoſes and reſolutions of virtue and 
religion: and being thus fore- warn d and fore- 
arm d againſt the evil, which is the uſual atten- 
dant or conſequence of any faſhion or practice 


and the bleſſing of God, ſo conform to the one, 


oe But when people will, without any ſuch thing 


h a as previous thought or conſideration, run head. 
and long into a conformity with the ways of the 
ers; world, and make a practice of ſuch things, and 


or-fſ apparently love and are delighted with them, 
ous] as the faſhionable and modern Taft; though the 


ſi things themſelves are ſuppos'd not to be evil, 


ge · yet ſuch men will almoſt unavoidably guns 
| oe . 


0 


ei cher to abſtain from having any thing to do 
with them, and to avoid them, as we would do 


of the world, he may poſſibly, by his own care 


asaltogether to eſcape the pollution of the other. 
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with the evil which is too apt to bear them com. 
pany ; 2s he that will be playing upon the hole 
of the aſp, or ſet up to be a charmer of ſerpents, 
(as the wiſe ſon of Syrach expreſſes it) muſt haye 


more good fortune, than he has conduct and 


diſcretion, if he be not wounded and deſtroyd 
with the poiſen of them. In a word and to 


ſumm up what has been ſaid in ſhort, Tis the 
known will of God, (which reaſon as well 2 


revelation diſcovers to us) that we ſhould live 


 p1ouſly and religzouſly toward Him our God; ſo 
 berly and chaſtly with reſpect to ourſelves; and 
+ guftly and charitably toward our brethren and 
neighbours, in this preſent life: Whatſoever 


ways in the world therefore are in themſelves 
contrary to any of theſe great and ſubſtantial 
branches of our duty, are as ſuch ſinful, and 


therefore not to be conform'd to: Whatſaever 
are conſiſtent with theſe in their own nature, but 


in the degree or manner of uſing them any wiſe 
interfere with the ſame, are in ſuch a degree, 
and ſuch a manner, to be avoided by us. Who- 
ever therefore will negle& God's worſhip, to pay 
a regard to afiy faſhion or uſual way of the 
world; whoever will be guilty of zntemperantt 
with regard to himſelf, rather than break thro 
a fooliſh cuſtom of drinking; and finally who- 


ever will part with love and charity toward his 
neighbour, rather than part with a vain pun- 
ctilio of honour, which the world has arbitra · 


rily and unreaſonably ſet up; (with examples 
of all which, and many other ſuch like, the 
world can ſupply us in abundance) pays a great 
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er 


ſet up for us, or ſuffer other people to come in 


: (ay 
er regard to the world than to his duty, and is 
therefore guilty of a criminal conformity to it, 
and apparently tranſgreſſes the Apoſtles precept 
in the Text. 15 l 
And ſo much may ſuffice for the two firſt 
things propos d. How far what has been ſaid 
may more peculiarly concern us of this place, and 
to what degree we, who by our eſtabliſhment 
and conſtitution are ſeparated and fenc'd off ( as it 
were) from the common cuſtoms of the world, 
ſhoald ſuffer thoſe cuſtoms to break in upon us, 
or permit our ſelves to go out and fetch them 
in, I ſhall not take upon me to enquire or 
determine, but leave it wholly to the wiſdom 
and diſcretion of thoſe who are veſted with aus- 
thority for that purpoſe: Thus much however, 
I believe, 1 may be bold to ſay, That if the 
politer world (as they eſteem themſelves) think 


* 


proper to invert the rule and order of nature, 


and to conſume in ſſeep the greateſt part of the 
day, which e d for work or ſtudy; and 


in gaming or other diverſions the greateſt part of 
the night, which was intended for /leep. and reſt; - 


this is no reaſon why the like ſhould be intro- 
duc d, or any wiſe ſufferd to be introduc'd a- 

mongſt uc, who have voluntarily ſubmitted our 
ſelyes to contrary rules and injunctions. So 
long as we live within the compaſs of thoſe rules, 
we may defy the malice of men and devils to 
hurt us: bat if we our ſelves, out of a fooliſh 
conformity to the modes of the world, tread 
down thoſe fences which haye ſo wiſely been 


and 


and tread them down; twill neceſſarily folloy 


us) that all thoſe who are our own member, 


ſelves can't faſten any blame upon; and that 
' thoſe who come from abroad ( conſidering the 


ably tranſgreis thoſe rules themſelves, by intro 


Members (under the plauſible colour of being 


thoſe who are otherwiſe-minded, and endeayourſ 


God, which is the only meaſure to which ov 
actions ought finally to be conform'd ; and inc} 
twill be impoſſible for us to conform our action 
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in the nature of things, that the wild boars of 
the wood will ſoon come and root up our vine. 
yard, when tis thus lay d open, and the wilt 
beaſts of the field (who are not few in number) will 
come in and devour it. And therefore 1 could 
wiſh (in order to cut off occaſion from thoſe 
who are always ready to ſeek occaſion againſt 


and live under our eſtabliſhment, and have any 
real love for it, would adhere religiouſly to their 
old eftabliſh'd rules; which their enemies then- 


place where they are) would neither too remark 


ducing ways of a more Modern Taft among uz; 
nor, however, give encouragement to our own 


in their company, and complying with them) to 
claim a liberty of tranſgreſſing them, As far 


to bring in the world upon us, I ſhall only ſay 
of them, as this Apoſtle does of ſome others up 


on a like occaſion. Gal. V. v. 12. That they an 
thoſe who trouble us, and I would they were even wt 


off from among ſt us. 


As to the 34. Head mention d, all that I ſhal 
add by way of Inference at preſent ſhall be only} 
this, That fince tis the good and perfect will 


t 


B [ 25 ]] 47 
to any meaſure whatſoever, without being well 
acquainted with the nature of it; therefore we 


ine. ſhould make it our earneft endeayour, by im- 


partially conſulting the dictates of our own rea- 
lon, and diligently looking unto the Books of 
Holy Scripture, to arrive at the knowledge ( as 
far as we are able) of that perfect will of God in 


all particulars; and when we do know it, fin- 


cerely and conſcientiouſly to make it the rule of 
our behayiour, and conform our ſelyes accord- 
ingly. And to our own endeayours we ought 
always to add our moſt earneſt Prayers to Al- 
mighty God, from whom eyery good and per- 
fect gift proceedeth, that he would aſſiſt us with 
His grace and Holy Spirit, that we may both ſee 
and know (as our church very well expreſſes it) 
theſe things which we ought to do, and alſo may have 
grace 0 ower faithfully to fulfill the ſame, Now 
to God the Father, &c. 85 . 
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